From the Region Directors
Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg

Is it possible to have too much FUN?

There have been so many events happening
around Region B that it is impossible for someone
to get to them all!

We had a ball at the New England Districts
Convention held in Lewiston, Maine, at the end of July. Allen and Claudette Cyr,
Pat and Dick Thibaudeau and Judy and Bob Burns did an outstanding job of
creating a FUN eventforev er yone. Bet ween the fiWal
and Banquet plus the other guided and self guided rides people were out having a
GREAT time.

The Bi State Convention hosted by New York in Liverpool, had several great
rides, lots of food and great entertainment on Friday night. The Light Parade was
almost as big as Wing DingdWay to Go! There was a lot of Rider Education and
Leadership Training going on. At this convention Rich and Doreen Lampe sadly
said good bye and the new Region Couple of the Year was selected. We are
happy to have Kevin and Robin Sedleck joining us on the Region Team. Also,
Dottie Bahrenburg, our Region Trainer stepped down and Eileen and Tim Guiles
have stepped up to take her place. Dottie said she would stay around for awhile
helping Eileen transition into the position and | am going to hold her to that!

Next up is the Pennsylvania Hillbilly Convention. Tom and his crew have
assutLed me that it s going to be a GREAT time in Carlisle, Pennsylvania on Sept
8-10".

In addition, several New England area events have taken place with
Vermont A and New Hampshire E both celebrating their 25" anniversaries. | have
received various newsletters and flyers for events around the Region and it looks
like our Region is out riding in force. Please make sure that you attend some of
these wonderful events.

As Region Director, | receive monthly reports regarding the membership
levels of our Region. | am glad to say that Region B is holding our own in this area
with minor ups and downs in Membership. Given the present economy, that shows
that the Chapters are continuing to recruit new members and retain existing
members. As part of that effort, The National Office has a program to involve the
Honda Dealers in recruiting new members and working with Chapters with a
win/win plan. continued next page
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There are only between 200 and 250 Honda Dealers (USA) nationwide that
sell Gold Wings. We have signed up more than 60% of them during the last 6
weeks for this program. For more information please go to the GWRRA National

website and click on Adealer programo.

within our Region. Please stop and say Hi and tell the dealership of your

appreciation for their involvement in the program if you are in the area.
Recently we had a 3 hour Region Director- National Team teleconference

call. It was interesting to hear from the other Regions as to their successes and

challenges. We each had to give a AState

being at the front of the alphabet (Region B) is not so bad. | reported that things
are going well and people seem to be out having FUN. Attendance for some
events is down slightly but | think the FUN factor is actually up! Much of the rest of
the country reported similar results and the poor folks in the middle of the country
indicated that the many days of over 100 degree temperatures has hurt their riding
events.

In other news, the Target Training initiative is in process and one DD and
three Chapter Directors from our Region are part of a 50 person information
gathering process. It is hoped that National will have this ready in time for our fall
Region meetings.

Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg, Northeast Region Directors

From the Region Trainers

Eileen and Tim Guile
The more you know the better it gets!

T e .
We are thrilled to be your Region B trainers. Because we are so new, Dottie will be our
assistant to keep us honest 7 LOL. If we can assist, please let us know and we will do our best
to disseminate information and to help where possible. But, you will have to let us know (the
only mind | could read was my Motheroés and

My now deceased husband and | bought a set of matching Gold Wings in April 1987 and the
same day sent in our applications for GWRRA, wanting to be a part of a group that rode
sensibly. That makes me a life member and | rode for 24 years on two wheels and just this year
had my bike triked. | love it because | no longer have to worry about sand and gravel and where
| am parked. In the early years | was Assistant Area Representative and Treasurer for many
years.

After Tim and | met, | told him | really did not want to give up riding so he started riding in 2003.
After attending several rallies and attending the Horizon program we decided that we would like
to become trainers. We were certified as instructors at the 2010 NY/NJ Bi-State Convention and
moved up to NY District trainers in 2011. We have been Treasurers for NY-N (Saratoga
Springs) for many years and have been the Couple of the Year for 2010 and 2011. This year at
the NY/NJ Bi-State Convention we were chosen as the New York District Couple of the Year for
2011/2012. Continued next page
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We are now Senior Instructors in Leadership Training and are also Officer Certification Program
trainers. Tim is a certified MFA/CPR instructor and | am a Rider Educator Seminar presenter.
We are also inexperienced bike judges. | am a Level 4 rider and Tim is a Level 3 rider and we
strong believers in the Rider Education program.

Between us we have four boys. My son who followed his mother into telephony lives southeast
of Albany and has a son whom we call Mr. B who is four. Tim has three sons; one is a teacher
who lives in Fall River, MA; another is currently in the process of moving to Arizona; and the last
lives with his wife in Boulder, CO and they have a daughter Phoebe who will be two who we
dond6t get to see often enough.

Five long-hair dachshunds let us live in the house with them; a mini black and tan (Honey Bear)
who is 14, a mini cream (Tiger Lily) who is 10; a tweenie pie-bald (looks like Snoopy T Jazmine)
who is 6; a tweenie chocolate and tan (Daisy) who is 5 and last but not least a standard silver
dapple (Oscar Mayer Weasel) who is 4.

I am the fAnerdodo of the two being an electrical
(PMP) and a Six Sigma Black Belt. | currently work for AT&T and also teach a college course

for Empire State College. Afewyearsago Tmqui t hi s job with Freihof
work every weekend. When he quit, we were able to able to ride together and attend GWRRA

events and get involved with the people. Tim is a union carpenter and currently works for Old
Dominion Freight Lines and can fix anything.

Since we have gotten involved with GWRRA we have met so many wonderful people and made
so many lifetime friends.

We are here for you,

Eileen and Tim Guile
The more you know the better it gets!
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Northeast Region
Tim & Anna Grimes i Region Educators

When | sat down to write this monthdés Rider Edu
subject would be on volunteerism. The reason | chose that subject was due to conversations

that | have had recently, with various Members, dealing with concerns and possible

misconceptions as to what volunteerism within GWRRA is all about. | must admit that | have

had a difficult time formulating my ideas, on the subject, so as not to offend too many people. |

am still in the formulation process and will deliver an article dealing with volunteerism in a later

edition of the newsletter.

Whil e deliberating this mont hoanotreratticlecdn a diffedrent h a d
subject, which is also near and dear to my heart. This article deals with leading rides and offers

an Aobservero6s viewo of mistakes made and some
with one hundred percent of the recommendations stated in the article, but do agree that our

Road Captains need to be more cognizant of their responsibilities. The article was written by

George Hartman, Ride Coordinator, Maryland Chapter I. The article is reproduced below, un-

edited, in its entirety.

Road Rumblings
As this yearoés riding season twilights, | Ffeel
this season. | am not spotlighting any individuals, merely pointing out some observations and
t houghts fromdeshi s seasonods
/ have logged over half a mifllion miles on two wheels, ridden all kinds of roads in all kinds of
weather situations, two up, solo, small group and large groups, led rides, run sweep(drag),
ridden staggered, and wheel to wheel at all speeds. | haver | dden wi th both peop
highway speeds and those | prefer not to ride with again. Years ago we did all this without the
benefit of radio communications, hand signals only, and despite the rudimentary
communications, still held the ride formations and rode safely. Since qualifying as a GWRRA
Road Captain, | have made more detailed observations of rides, both ours and others in which
we participated. Seeing instances of riding practices that at times were disturbing or potentially
unsafre leads me to write this article. | fully admit | have made some of these same errors over
the years.
Leading a ride takes work; it is harder to ride as a lead when you have a group you are
responsible for. My feeling is that, as the leader of the ride, you own it planning, riding, route
sel ectioneltdos all yoursécommunicate to everyon
quarterback would not leave the wide receiver out of the huddle and then wonder why he ran the
wrong route when the ball was passed to him and he was out of position for a long yardage gain.
If you ride drag, communicate with the lead on conditions observed from the rear. Those in the
mi ddl e, / et the road captain | ead his ride, you
his,Unless It I s a safety | ssue | et the [/ eader | eac
to someone else, there are plenty of riders in this group capable of leading a ride safely that
would understand and step up. Years ago, | was on a ride with a group of abourt thirty bikes
heading to a biker event, the road captain for this ride made a wrong turn at an intersection and
thirty bikes rode into a stone quarry, executed a perfect u turn without stopping, and rode back to
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the intersection topick upth e cor rect roadéit was his ride, he
course we busted on him [/ ater, but we foll owed
make a right, but three rights make a left.

Next, plan your stops, If you are stopping forgasora comf ort stop, dondt | e

out in traffic, pull through so all can get off the highway. If you need to pick up people along the

route, plan a safe stopping point. If you are adding people along the route on the highway, do it

safely. We added people all the time from alongside the road, but never tried to cross a busy

hi ghway and stop the entire group to pick up th
of radios, call the additional bikes as you approach to let them be prepared, engine running, in

gear and ready to go. When you pass, they can enter the road when safe to do so and join up

with the main group at highway speed. If possible the main group might be able to safely slow

down to allow the new riders to catch up, then stretch out so they can slide seamlessly into the

formation. | have done this many times safely without incident and without the benefit of radios.

[/ 6/ 1 put emphas NBVERLEAVEANYONE BEHINDeopneeréi o d . Thi s | s
peeve of miackéo.comiienatien again, if you are leading a ride and there are ten

people in your group, communicate with all ten, if you become separated, communicate and find

out where they are and what their intentions are, are they staying with the group, leaving on their

own? If they have an alternate plan, you as lead need to know that. | would not want to leave
someone thinkingéoh wedll just meet them at XXX
their intention to do so, only to find out later, they had mechanical problems, an emergency or

wor se, crashed and we would not be aware unti/l
the route with eight people, you leave with eight people unless you have communicated and

know differently. If you are leaving the group for any reason, communicate your intention. WE

DONG6T LEAVE ANYONBhBEHWHNDdJ/  dndét have radi os, we
group. We also had a system, lead looked down our line of bikes, if you and your passenger

were all set to depart, you had your bike running in neutral, and held up your left hand, arms

/ ength, then | ead knew you were ready to go. .. a
their hand up, maybe their passenger or themselves were not ready, adjusting gear, strapping

hel met, what ever é WE DI DN6T LEAVEéeven with radi
ready?o0 and | et out the clutch in the next I nst
adjustments gets left behind, people have even driven aroundt hem as t he group |
better communications devices and still fail to communicate.

whil e on the subject of communications, [ et me
in your man cave when your team just lost the playoffs but it does not belong on the radio. CB
radi os are not | i ke your telephone, [ toés not Ju

so, there are surely others that may be utilizing the same channel, it is public access. Not only is

it not courteous, and bad publicity for you or the chapter, it is also illegal. A fellow rider, who may

have his or her child riding with them as a passenger, which is the case quite often, hears the
profanity I n their headsets as welsuspeataswelfas t ak e
the integrity of the group. We dondt want to mi
Position changes within the lane. Riding staggered there is sometimes occasion where there is a

gap due to someone dropping off, or when settling in at the beginning of a ride. Move up and

cl/l ose ranksewhy do so many peopl e swerve Ffrom r
If the person on the respective side moves up into the empty space in their own riding lane it

keeps everyone behind you from zig zagging as they all now changes sides and jockey for

position, | witnessed that several times during the 911 ride. All it takes Is one person out of sync

on that move and you end up with one or more bikes down and the possibility of severe injuries.

Just a few observations from the season. Group |
keep our head in the game and do it safely.
George Hartman

Tim & Anna Grimes
Northeast Region Educators
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Around the Region

Late July and August has been an extremely busy time around the Northeast
Region.

The New England Convention was a great time. Lots of fun, good rides and lobster!
The night at the Oscars was special and enjoyed by all.

BT S )

The New England Convention was followed shortly by both the Vermont A25 ™
anniversary celebration.

New Hampshire Chapter E also
celebrated its 25 ™ anniversary.
Congratulations to both Chapters !
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The Bi -State Convention on August 8 -10,
was also a great time.

TRSS
There were lots of rides, seminars, on  -the -
bike training and fun. ODY on Friday

evening was a tremendous hit.

Te e L2212 NITT

A new Region B Couple of the Year was
named at the Bi -State Convention. Please
welcome Kevin and Robin Sedlak.
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